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From the social relations between communities to the objects which bind them, the concept of agency
remains salient to archaeological investigations. Initially centred on human agents and their socio-political
roles, the adoption of material approaches to agency has allowed scholars to question not only who, but
what, can sustain it. Informed by Latour’s Actor-Network Theory (2005) and broader ontological
approaches, archaeologists have contended that agency is not only transferred via artefacts and
environments, but is actively structured by them. This recursive relationship between humans and 'things'
has been further demonstrated through the advancement of new digital and analytical methods, such as
Social Network Analysis and Agent-Based Modelling. However, while the modelling of relational ontologies
has grown increasingly relevant over the past decade, there is further scope to develop studies of agency
which intersect the social, material, and non-human worlds. The current landscape would also benefit from
diverse perspectives which challenge the Western ideological assumption that objects are passive and
inanimate by nature.

This volume seeks to advance research on agency in the past by weaving together global and
interdisciplinary outlooks in the present. Contributors have the opportunity to discuss evidence from
various regions, timescapes, and contexts, including archaeological sites, heritage settings, and museums.
Ultimately, we welcome any papers that incorporate agency as an interpretive axis, and actively encourage
submissions grounded in relational approaches which touch upon one or more of the themes outlined
below. In fostering new dialogues and showcasing the interplay between humans and materials across
space and time, this volume aims to shift academic conversation from agency in theory, to agency in action.

The following list details relevant topics for discussion, and acts as a broad guideline for authors intending
to submit an abstract. Research from archaeology and related fields such as anthropology, classical studies,
history, and heritage will be considered for publication.

Critical Reflections on Agency

Including papers which evaluate the value or pitfalls of agency as a conceptual framework. Submissions
might advance new approaches to agency in archaeology and related disciplines by drawing upon various
theoretical threads, from decoloniality to feminism and intersectionality.

Material, Relational, and Non-Human Agency

Material and relational approaches to agency falling under various interpretive banners, including (but not
limited to) studies incorporating assemblage theory, personhood, symmetrical archaeology, and flat
ontologies. Research pertaining to non-human agency is also encouraged, such as studies exploring the
animacy of objects, or the agency of nature and the environment.




Methodological Approaches

Encompassing research underpinned by Agent-Based Modelling and Actor-Network Theory, or falling under
the wider umbrellas of Social Network Analysis, computational modelling, or multivariate analysis. We also
welcome contributions exploring agency in archaeological science, bioanthropology, and
osteoarchaeology, such as studies addressing the intersecting agencies of researchers and human remains.

Museum and Heritage Studies

Papers might address the agency of objects in museum collections, the extent to which their power is
undermined by their removal from original contexts, or the changing roles of sites as they transition into
the public sector. Contributors may wish to explore such topics through detailed object biographies, via
discussions of broader collections, or through comparative analyses of selected museums. Discussions
advocating for the voices of indigenous individuals and groups during museum repatriations are also
pertinent, as are studies of relationships between people and their environments.

Social and Historical Agency

The construction of social identities, agency and the body, and the agency of individuals and communities
during burial rites are a few examples of papers addressing this theme. Submissions could also contend
with various social processes which imbue agency—such as personal ornamentation and body
modification—or assess the continued agency of deceased ancestors within their communities. Though
various papers under this broad category will be considered, we strongly recommend that contributors
look beyond humanistic approaches to agency by taking a relational approach to their topic.

Submission Details

Abstracts of no more than 250 words should be submitted to agencyinaction2026@gmail.com. The

abstract should also include five keywords reflecting the core themes of the study. The call for papers will
close on the 13th of February 2026.

Once accepted, papers of no more than 4000 words (excluding acknowledgements or references) should
be submitted before the 17th of May 2026, for publication in November 2026. More information about
the Archaeological Review from Cambridge may be found online at http://arc.soc.srcf.net.

Information about submission guidelines, notes for contributors, and the style guide may be found online

at http://arc.soc.srcf.net/contribute.html.
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